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Lift Every Voice and Sing
JOHN ROSAMOND JOHNSON (1873-1954)
arr. Lauryn Davis
Poem by James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938)
Asa Bradley, vocals
Kylah Edge, vocals
Kaelan Harris-Patrick, vocals
Tyrone Jackson, piano
Auriyan Tillman, vocals
Strange Fruit
ABEL MEEROPOL (1903-1986)
Performed by Nina Simone (1933-2003)
Annosha Biggins, dancer
Nadia Foster, dancer
Tyrone Jackson, piano
Auriyan Tillman, vocals

The Colored Museum: “Symbiosis”
GEORGE C. WOLFE (1954-)
Brooke Fleurimond, actor
Ariana Palmer, actress
“How It Feels To Be Colored Me”
ZORA NEALE HURSTON (1891-1960)
Alexis Martin, actress
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PROGRAM, CONTINUED
Phenomenal Woman
VALERIE STEPHENS
Nadia Foster, dancer
Jasmyn Francis, dancer
Karstyn McDaniel, dancer
Insurrection: Holding History
ROBERT O’HARA (b. 1970)
Brooke Fleurimond, actor
Tyler VanDuvall, actor
#TheBlackAwakening Video Interview
LAURYN DAVIS AND TREJOHN SKINNER
Asa Bradley, junior
Camille Core, junior
Paige Ealy, senior
Kylah Edge, junior
Kaelan Harris-Patrick, senior
“Cry No More” Timelapse
PAIGE EALY AND WHITNEY HAYES
Black Is
SAULT
Taryssa Cossier, dancer
Nadia Foster, dancer
Jasmyn Francis, dancer
Deonna Francois, dancer
Kenadee Knight, dancer
Karstyn McDaniel, dancer
Love Supreme
ERYN ALLEN KANE
Deonna Francois, dancer
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PROGRAM, CONTINUED
Modern Black Writers/Original Works
David Burroughs, poet
Nakia Lambert, poet
Alexis Martin, poet
Tyler VanDuvall, poet

String Quartet No. 5, Rosa Parks, Mvt. II
“Klap Ur Handz”
DANIEL BERNARD ROUMAIN (b. 1971)
Aaron Beraki, violin
Iyana Christian, dancer
Garrett Clay, cello
Taryssa Cossier, dancer
Esther Kim, viola
Jessica Kim, violin
Tyrell Smith, percussion
You Gon’ Learn Some Jazz
MASEGO (b. 1993)
Taryssa Cossier, dancer
Jasmyn Francis, dancer
Deonna Francois, dancer
Karstyn McDaniel, dancer
The Colored Museum: “The Party”
GEORGE C. WOLFE (b. 1954)
Loren Cameron, actress
Ensemble
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Truth
KAMASI WASHINGTON (b. 1981)
Josh Baffour, drummer
Jason Dokes, trumpet
Rodney Edge, Jr., piano
Bill Pritchard, bass
Alan Scott, saxophone

Lift Every Voice and Sing
JOHN ROSAMOND JOHNSON
Poem Written by: James Weldon Johnson
Lift every voice and sing,
‘Til earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on ‘til victory is won.
				
Strange Fruit
ABEL MEEROPOL (1903-1986)
Performed by Nina Simone (1933-2003)
Southern trees bearing strange fruit
Blood on the leaves and blood on the roots
Black bodies swinging in this Southern breeze
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees
Pastoral scene on the gallant south
Them big bulging eyes and the twisted mouth
Scent of magnolia, clean and fresh
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh
Here is fruit for the crows to pluck
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck
For the sun to rot, for the leaves to drop
Here is a strange and bitter crop
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TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS, CONTINUED
Cry No More
RHIANNON GIDDENS
First they stole our bodies (I can’t cry no more)
Then they stole our sons (I can’t cry no more)
Then they stole our gods (I can’t cry no more)
And gave us new ones (I can’t cry no more)
Then they stole our beauty (I can’t cry no more)
The comfort in our skin (I can’t cry no more)
And then they gave us duties (I can’t cry no more)
And then they gave us sin (I can’t cry no more)
And then came generations (I can’t cry no more)
That helped to build this land (I can’t cry no more)
The bedrock of the nation (I can’t cry no more)
Was laid with these brown hands (I can’t cry no more)
The solace of a people (I can’t cry no more)
Was found with that new god (I can’t cry no more)
And many peaceful steeples (I can’t cry no more)
Would guide the road we trod (I can’t cry no more)
And then they stole our solace (I can’t cry no more)
And then they stole our peace (I can’t cry no more)
With countless acts of malice (I can’t cry no more)
And hatred without cease (I can’t cry no more)
A foul and dirty river (I can’t cry no more)
Runs through this sacred land (I can’t cry no more)
With every act of terror (I can’t cry no more)
They tell us where we stand (I can’t cry no more)
Five hundred years of poison (I can’t cry no more)
Five hundred years of grief (I can’t cry no more)
Five hundred years of reasons (I can’t cry no more)
To weep with disbelief (I can’t cry no more)
Our legacy is mighty (I can’t cry no more)
We can’t carry this alone (I can’t cry no more)
You have to help us fight it (I can’t cry no more)
And together we’ll be home (I can’t cry no more)
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TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS, CONTINUED
Black Is
SAULT
We all know Black is beautiful
You know, well now you do
Black is excellent too
In me, in you
Black is shiny and new
Black is older than earth
At the same damn time
Black is sweet
Black is ours
Black is love
Black is God
God is us
Love Supreme
ERYN ALLEN KANE
Because their anger is not ours to carry
Their bullets or brokenness
Because hopelessness is not our horizon
Because healing is a duty and obligation
Because God is a holy action
A woman who changes with weather because
In between, we dance
Because times are hard and we are timeless
Because we cherish the groove and the ground we walk on
Water and wishes well-worn
Because we suffer without defeat
Refusing to be destroyed
Because we miracle and magic, charm and spell
Because we forgive but never forget
We know justice isn’t determined by a judge
Because karma never dies
For the wizards and ways of our defiance
Visions of our rising selves
Overcoming grace, fire spitter tongues wise as rickety rocking chairs
Suffering salt and sand skies in memories unshackled
Shining stitches on a stretch-marked harp
For the flowers that bloom in midnight scars
How we suffered and sought a North Star when there was no light
We glowed and sparked
We glowed and sparked
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PROGRAM NOTES
Lift Every Voice and Sing, or, “The Black National Anthem”
James Weldon Johnson
Lift Every Voice and Sing – often called “The Black National Anthem”
– was written as a poem by NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson
(1871-1938), and then set to music by his brother John Rosamond
Johnson (1873-1954) in 1899. It was first performed in public in the
Johnsons’ hometown of Jacksonville, Florida, as part of a celebration
of President Lincoln’s birthday on February 12, 1900, by a choir of 500
schoolchildren at the segregated Stanton School, where James Weldon
Johnson was principal.
—NAACP
The Colored Museum
George C. Wolfe
"The Colored Museum simultaneously celebrates, satirizes and subverts
the African-American legacy. Wolfe calls his play both, 'an exorcism and
a party.' The Colored Museum explores contemporary African-American
cultural identity, while, at the same time revisiting and reexamining the
African American theatrical and cultural past. According to Wolfe, the
legacy of the past must be both embraced and overcome."- Harry J.
Elam, The Johns Hopkins University Press Theatre Journal
Insurrection: Holding History
Robert O'Hara
"TJ is 189 years old and ready to go. But before he passes on, he
convinces his great-great grandson to take him back to Virginia one last
time. But the further they drive, the further back in time they go landing
them smack in the middle of Nat Turner’s slave-led revolution. Ideas
about slavery, homosexuality and the value of family converge in this
time-bending comic fantasia." - The Theater Alliance
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PROGRAM NOTES, CONTINUED
String Quartet No. 5 Rosa Parks, Mvt. II. Klap Ur Handz
Daniel Bernard Roumain
“As a Haitian-American composer, I was raised by immigrant parents
from Haiti, who experienced American life both before, and after, the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Their views were informed by life on a free
island nation in Port-au-Prince, Haiti; life in the suburbs of Chicago; and
life in the complex diversity of Pompano Beach, Florida. They identified
with Malcolm and Martin, Maya and Rosa, and the great Haitian
warriors, Makandal and Toussaint. Civil rights, for our household,
was global, local, and part of the very fabric of our lives and culture. I
created [this work] as a musical portrait of Rosa Parks’ struggle, survival,
and legacy. The music is a direct reflection of a dignified resistance. It’s
telling that this work may, in fact, be performed on stages that didn’t
allow the presence of so many, so often. I often refer to the stage as the
last bastion of democracy, where all voices can and should be heard,
where we are all equal, important, and necessary.”
— Daniel Bernard Roumain for Music Academy West
“How It Feels to Be Colored Me”
Zora Neale Hurston
She concludes her essay acknowledging the difference but refuses
the idea of separation. "I have no separate feeling about being an
American citizen and colored.” She explains that if the racial roles were
reversed, and blacks discriminated against whites, the outcome is the
same for a white person’s experience amongst black people. In her
final paragraph, she compares herself to a brown paper bag filled with
random bits, just as everyone around her is a different colored paper
bag filled with different small bits and pieces that make each unique.
Hurston concludes that every race is essential and special to the "Great
Stuffer of Bags.” She encourages one not to focus on race, but one’s
self-awareness and the similarities we all have in common.
— American Literary History
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MUSIC
Josh Baffour,
BS in Mechanical Engineering
Aaron Beraki,
BM in Instrumental Performance
Asa Bradley,
BM in Music Education
Garret Clay,
BM in Music Education
Jason Dokes,
BM in Jazz Performance
Kylah Edge, BA in Music
Rodney Edge, Jr.,
BS in Electrical Engineering
Kaelan Harris-Patrick,
BM in Music Education (Choral)
Tyrone Jackson,
Faculty Performer
Esther Kim,
BM in Instrumental Performance
Jessica Kim,
BM in Instrumental Performance
Bill Pritchard,
BM in Jazz Performance
Alan Scott,
BM in Jazz Performance
Tyrell Smith,
BM in Music Education
Auriyan Tillman,
BM in Vocal Jazz Performance
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DANCE
Annosha Biggins, BA in Dance
Jada Thomas, BA in Dance
(lead choreographer)
Iyana Christian,
BS in Exercise Science
Taryssa Cossier,
BA in Theatre and Performance
Studies & BA in Dance
(choreographer & dance
captain)
Nadia Foster,
BS in Exercise Science &
BA in Dance
Jasmyn Francis,
BA in Theatre and Performance
Studies
Deonna Francois, BA in Dance
Kenadee Knight, BA in English
Karstyn McDaniel, BA in Dance
VISUAL ART
Paige Ealy,
BFA in Digital Animation
Whitney Hayes, BFA in Animation

PERSONNEL, CONTINUED
THEATRE
Ra’Mya Aikens, BA in Theatre and Performance Studies
Amanda Blankson, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
Mya Burns, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
David Burroughs, BBA in Entrepreneurship
Loren Cameron, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
Amani Clanton, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies (director)
Brooke Fleurimond, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
Nakia Lambert, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
Alexis Martin, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies (director)
Arianna Palmer, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
Tyler Vanduvall, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies
Ashlin Williams, BA in Theatre & Performance Studies (assistant director)
COORDINATORS
Za’Kiya Brown, BM in Music Education
Nubia Causey, BM in Vocal Performance
Camille Core, BM in Music Education
Sydnee Goode, BM in Music Education
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Ra’Mya Aikens (She/Her) is a Theatre and Performance Studies major
with a concentration in Musical Theatre. Her artistic aspirations are
broad, encompassing success in music, writing, and performance.
Ra’Mya was overjoyed to have aided in the fruition of a work that
not only honors the Black creators of the past, the present, and the
future, but a work that was also entirely devised by the students across
Kennesaw State University’s College of the Arts.
Josh Baffour (He/Him) is a third year Mechanical Engineering major.
Music has always been a large part of Josh's life, as he participated
in marching band and various jazz ensembles in high school. After
coming to KSU, he took advantage of the amazing jazz program the
school had to offer. Josh continues to play drums any opportunity he
can get.
Aaron Beraki (He/Him) is a freshman majoring in Violin Performance
as a John & Linda Cooke Music Scholarship recipient under Professor
Helen Kim. Prior to coming to KSU, he has participated in numerous
youth orchestras including the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra,
the Emory Youth Symphony Orchestra, the GMEA All State Orchestra,
and the Gwinnett County Youth Symphony, in which he served as
Associate Concertmaster. In the summer of 2019, he attended the
Viennese Masters Orchestra Invitational at Carnegie Hall, where he
served as Concertmaster. In addition to his orchestral experience, he
has collected many musical awards and accolades at both district and
state levels, including being a finalist for the prestigious Governor’s
Honors Program. He has also had the opportunity to participate in
masterclasses with distinguished artists and pedagogues including
members of the Vega Quartet, Sergiu Schwartz, Catherine Cho, Peter
Winograd, and others. Aaron is extremely humbled and excited to be
performing in The Blueprint and is looking forward to celebrating all of
the aspects of the Black culture alongside the amazing artists within the
College of the Arts.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Amanda Blankson (She/Her) is a sophomore transfer majoring in
Theatre & Performance Studies with concentrations in both acting and
directing. She has a great love for being on the stage and all things art.
She has been passionate about music and acting since she was little
and would sing at school and church events where she grew up. This is
her first show ever since she decided to pursue theatre.
Asa Bradley (He/Him) is a junior Music Education major. Asa hopes to
foster bright young minds in a high school and one day be a minister
of music in a church. Asa was inspired to be a part of this program
because he wishes to participate in an exposition of Black Talent.
Za’Kiya Brown (She/Her) is a junior at Kennesaw State University
majoring in Music Education. Za’Kiya is a flautist studying under
professor Christopher Todd Skitch. This is her first time being involved
in The Blueprint as one of the coordinators of the production and as
Social Media Coordinator for the Black Musicians Coalition. She is
very excited to be able to help facilitate the amazing work done by the
performers and crew.
Mya Burns (She/Her) is a junior Theatre & Performance Studies major
with a concentration in Musical Theatre. She was last credited in the
show Wondrous Strange at Kennesaw State University, where she
played Weedy, #2 , Ghost, and Cat. Mya is also the head of Fundraising
for the National Council of Negro Women! She is excited to be a part
of this amazing show with all of these talented people. Mya hopes the
audience will be able to take in and embrace the content being shown
in the show tonight.
David Burroughs (He/Him) is a junior Entrepreneurship major and
Music Business minor. He has been active in the performing arts since
the tender age of 4, playing drums, dancing, rapping, singing, and
acting. He has also helped teach and prepare the next generation
of musicians in performance at Music On Wheels School of the Arts.
David is an up and coming artist/performer known as Youngpoēt,
taking his craft very seriously and always striving for excellence when
showcasing his art.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Loren Cameron (She/Her) is a freshman majoring in Theatre &
Performance Studies with a concentration in acting. She first started off
with dancing, then realized she loves being on stage, so she started
acting. This is Loren’s first show of the year and she is so excited to be a
part of this experience.
Nubia Causey (She/Her) is a sophomore Voice Performance major at
KSU, with a concentration in Opera and Music Composition. She is
excited to put on The Blueprint as the Secretary for the Black Musicians
Coalition. Nubia believes that showing Black creativity and artistic ideas
can break racial barriers within society. Ultimately, she believes that it is
essential to express not only Black culture, but all cultures of the world
in order to progress humanity.
Iyana Christian (She/Her) is a freshman here at KSU and is an Exercise
Science major with a minor in Dance. She has studied in many genres
of dance including jazz, ballet, hip hop, modern, and tap. Iyana has
been dancing for fifteen years and enjoys being on stage and in
front of an audience. She is very excited to be a part of The Blueprint
alongside so many talented artists where she is able to celebrate Black
art and culture.
Amani Clanton (She/They) is a Theatre and Performance Studies major
with a Musical Theatre concentration. She is currently the President
of a diversity and individuality-focused creative organization at KSU
known as KSU Colors. Her career aspiration is to find a place in which
her love for music, poetry, movement, photography and theatre can
coexist to express stories of the queer-Black-female experience. Amani
is extremely proud to be a part of this process and to be able to shed a
light on the beauty of Black artistry.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Garrett Adam Clay (He/Him) is a senior at Kennesaw State University
majoring in Music Education. He is a cellist studying with Professor
Charae Krueger and is a principal cellist of the KSU Symphony
Orchestra under the baton of Dr. Nathaniel Parker. He is also a member
of the Dr. John & Linda Cooke String Quartet as well as the Georgia
Philharmonic. Garrett is honored to perform in this year’s production of
The Blueprint and thrilled to be part of such a collaborative event.
Camille Core (She/Her) is a junior Music Education major with a Choral
concentration. She hopes to become an example of representation
in the arts for her future students, just as her fellow performers will
be for generations to come. She is one of the coordinators for this
production, as well as the Treasurer for the Black Musicians Coalition.
Camille is so excited to be part of this groundbreaking event. She
feels privileged knowing that she is surrounded by such talented Black
artists and cannot wait for audiences to witness this as well. She hopes
that this performance is just the beginning of a bright, informative, and
well-deserved tradition of celebrating the beauty that is Black art here
at KSU.
Jason Dokes (He/Him) is a junior Jazz Performance major at Kennesaw
State University. Two major interests he has are music and psychology.
Jason likes to listen to, think about, and play music every day. He is so
excited to perform in The Blueprint this year because he is interested in
participating in a Black History performance.
Paige Early (She/Her) is a senior Digital Animation major here at
Kennesaw State University. She chose to be in this program because
she likes to see young Black artists’ work and involvement celebrated
throughout the school. She wants to show people that being Black
does not make you the stereotypes that others may try to place upon
you. Paige would like to create movies or television shows that inspire
others to dive into their creativity and make amazing things. She
believes that if you put in the time and have patience, you will find
yourself successful in more ways than one.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Rodney Edge, Jr. (He/Him) is a junior Electrical Engineering major from
Douglasville, Georgia. He grew up in a musical family, learning how to
play three instruments along the way. Therefore, he decided to pursue
his love for technology as well as music.
Brooke Fleurimond (They/Them) is a freshman majoring in Theatre
& Performance Studies with a concentration in Musical Theatre and a
minor in Music. They have been in two KSU productions so far. They
have been passionate about the arts since a very young age and
constantly strive to better their art to create something impactful and
worth sharing. They are so grateful to be a part of this showcase filled
with young, gifted Black artists.
Deonna Francois (She/Her) is a third year Dance major with a minor in
Spanish. She has been performing since nine years old and has danced
in numerous shows including The Nutcracker of Cherokee County, Jazz
on Tap, Balletfest, and Forces of Grace at KSU. She is proud to perform
in The Blueprint to celebrate Black culture and share beautiful, Black art
to a wide audience.
Sydnee Goode (She/Her) is a junior Choral Music Education major at
Kennesaw State University. She plans to teach high school choir and
to continue her education to become a collegiate choir director. If
possible, she hopes that she can travel the world to teach and inspire
others about the importance of music and why representation in the
classroom matters. As one of the founding members of the Black
Musicians Coalition, she is proud to be the President and to have put
forth her efforts in coordinating this program.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Kaelan Harris-Patrick (He/Him) is a senior Music Education major,
concentrating in Choral Education. He is currently completing his
Yearlong Clinical Experience (student teaching) at McEachern High
School. He has explored various facets of fine arts, including dance
(i.e., ballroom dancing, line dancing), musical theatre (Judas/John
the Baptist in Godspell, Seymour Krelborn in Little Shop of Horrors,
Charlie Brown in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Prince John in
The Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood (play), Cyrano in Cyrano de
Burgershack, chorus (GMEA All State, Honor Chorus, University of
Michigan MPulse Vocal Arts Institute), and orchestra (violin, cello). At
the age of 10 years old, he taught himself how to play the piano by ear,
which has proven extremely useful in his present career. He arranges
music for small ensembles (e.g., Yesterday by Boyz II Men (TTBB), Can
You Stand the Rain by Boyz II Men (ATTB)), transcribes and transposes
pieces for colleagues to use during their performances (e.g., juries,
symposiums, recitals), as well as for their classrooms, and he composes
his own songs. He is honored to be invited back to the Morgan Hall
stage for this year’s wonderful Black History Month performance of
Black Musicians Coalition’s The Blueprint.
Tyrone Jackson (He/Him) -the name- is quickly becoming synonymous
with the quintessential jazz piano player. Born in the New Orleans
cradle of jazz, Jackson embodies the spirit of the Crescent City. As
a composer, Jackson has composed original music for the Alliance
Theater’s productions of Native Guard, Tell Me My Dream, Ethel, Nick’s
Flamingo Grill, and A Very Terry Christmas. Additionally, Jackson
has composed and recorded four CD’s and performed on countless
others. Jackson has performed with Steve Turre, Larry Carlton, Wynton
Marsalis, Branford Marsalis, Wycliffe Gordon, Vincent Gardner,
Joe Lovano, Jennifer Holliday, Russell Malone, and Marcus Miller.
Currently, Jackson is a professor at Kennesaw State University where
he is Lecturer of Jazz Piano and teaches a myriad of classes. “I was
inspired by the energy and efforts of the organizing students of the
Black Musicians Coalition and their willingness to provide a concert of
American history, not just African-American history.”
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Jessica Kim (She/Her) is a sophomore Instrumental Performance
(Violin) major. She is in the John & Linda Cooke String Quartet at KSU,
and she is happy and honored to play in The Blueprint. She is proud to
perform in this show to celebrate and share the Black culture with the
audience.
Kenadee Knight (She/They) is a senior English major with a minor in
Dance. She has danced since she was ten years old and has had the
opportunity to choreograph and work with inspiring choreographers
and teachers. She is happy and honored to perform in The Blueprint
again and is looking forward to seeing multidisciplinary artists coming
together to celebrate Black life, culture, and art.
Nakia Lambert (She/Her) is a senior Theatre and Performance Studies
major with a concentration in Acting. She is beyond grateful for the
chance to be a part of The Blueprint for the second time! Showcasing
and celebrating Black talent and art is something that she is very
passionate about and telling her story is just the beginning.
Alexis Martin (She/Her) is a junior Theatre & Performance Studies
major with a concentration in Acting. Alexis is honored and thrilled
to be a part of this show as a student leader, as well as a director and
performer. Her other involvement here at KSU includes currently
serving as Vice President of the National Council of Negro Women,
Inc. and being a member of organizations such as Golden Owls Dance
Team and KSU Colors. Alexis hopes that everyone in the audience and
watching online is moved in some way by this production, whether it
be a simple laugh, or an entirely new perspective.
Karstyn McDaniel (She/Her) is a sophomore Dance major with a
concentration in Modern Dance. She began dancing as a young child
and was a competitive dancer as a preteen and teenager. Karstyn is
grateful for the exciting opportunity to celebrate her culture as a Black
woman in this country as well as share the art she loves to so many
people along with many different talented performers.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Ari Palmer (She/Her) is a freshman Theatre & Performance Studies
major with a concentration in Musical Theatre. Ari has been in three
KSU productions since being at the school. Her love for the performing
arts is what drives her to want to be successful. She is extremely
proud that she was included in this production that celebrates many
different aspects of Black culture, while also showcasing many talented
performers who are a part of the College of the Arts.
Tyrell Smith (He/Him) is a sophomore at Kennesaw State University
majoring in Music Education. Tyrell is a percussionist studying under
professor John Lawless. This is his first time being involved in The
Blueprint and he is honored to be offered the opportunity to be part of
something as big and collaborative as this event.
Jada Thomas (She/Her) is a Dance major with a concentration in
Modern Dance. She plans to become a dance educator and achieve
her goal of creating a dance convention and competition that aids
in sending lower-income artists to college through scholarship
opportunities. Jada is excited to be able to represent dancers in this
production and share her art in a way that honors the Black artists who
came before her.
Auriyan Tillman (She/Her) is a junior at Kennesaw State University
majoring in Vocal Jazz Performance. She is from Augusta, Georgia
where she attended John S. Davidson Fine Arts Magnet School.
Auriyan found her love for music at a very early age. She made her
first appearance as a performer in the second grade at a talent show
in which she performed “Wind Beneath My Wings” with her mother.
Singing in local churches all around the city and in state-wide events
helped her to develop her vocal and performance skills to the level
they have reached today. Auriyan has performed with local jazz bands
in Augusta and has also had the opportunity to perform at both the
historic Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center in New York City.
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BIOGRAPHIES, CONTINUED
Ashlin Williams (She/Her) is a Fall 2021 Theatre and Performance Studies
graduate with a concentration in Musical Theatre. Some of her favorite
shows to work on during her time at KSU were Thumbelina, Bring It
On, and the 9th Annual Coming Out Monologues. In her work with The
Blueprint, she was gracious enough to be asked to help co-direct some
pieces. She is excited to be a part of this fantastic show showcasing all the
brilliant talents that exist within the College of the Arts.
Tyler VanDuvall (He/Him) is a junior Theatre & Performance Studies major
with a concentration in Musical Theatre. He is the Social Media Manager of
a student group called KSU Colors and Vice President of an Improv group
on campus called K.I.S.S. He has worked on Water by the Spoonful, which
was produced here at KSU and was a performer in The Blueprint last year.
He is super excited to share his art with all these beautiful faces, especially
something that means so much to him.
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Sonia Toson
Interim Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion &
Chief Diversity Officer
Prof. Harrison Long
Interim Dean of the College of the Arts
Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell
Interim Associate Dean of the College of the Arts
Dr. Jesús Castro Balbi
Director of the Bobbie Bailey School of Music
Audra Boyd
Operations Manager
Matt Southern
Assistant Director for Production and Technology
Collin Derrick
Technical Manager for the Bailey School of Music
Maliah Hull
School of Art and Design, Student
The COTA DEI Committee
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To Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson,
and Carol Denise McNair,
whose lives were tragically cut short.

To Ahmaud Arbery,
who tragically lost his life to senseless racism.

To Daunte Wright,
whose death serves as a reminder that the system
will always protect its own.
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470-578-6650 • arts.kennesaw.edu

College of the Arts
Prof. Harrison Long, Interim Dean
Dr. Peter Fielding, Associate Dean
Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell, Interim Associate Dean
Prof. Geo Sipp, Director, School of Art & Design
Prof. Marsha Barsky, Chair, Department of Dance
Dr. Jesús Castro-Balbi, Director, Bailey School of Music
Prof. Chuck Meacham, Chair, Department of Theatre & Performance Studies
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